
Minutes of the St. Charles Park District Board Meeting 

Held on September 12, 2017 

The St. Charles Park District Board met at the Hickory Knolls Discovery Center on Tuesday, 
September 12, 2017 at 6:32 pm President Bob Carne called the meeting to order, and the 
Secretary called the roll. 

Members Present were: Bob Carne, James F. Cooke, Karrsten Goettel, Michael Hoscheit, 
and Bob Thomson. 

Members absent were: Trish Beckjord, Brian Charles. 

Others present were: Director of Parks and Recreation Holly Cabel, Superintendent of 
Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow, 
Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald, Superintendent of 
Finance and Administration Cathy Camm, Pottawatomie Golf 
Course Manager Ron Skubisz, Public Relations and Marketing 
Manager Erika Young, Grant Consultant Laura Stewart; Anna 
Pierce.   

Consent Agenda 

Bob Thomson motioned and Jim Cooke seconded that the St. Charles Park District Board 
approve Consent Agenda Items and the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting and Executive 
Session of August 22, 2017.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Carne, 
Cooke, Hoscheit, and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

Public Appearances 

None 

Staff Introduction 

Katie Miller, Assistant Superintendent of Recreation, was introduced to the Board with President 
Bob Carne welcoming Ms. Miller to the St. Charles Park District. 

Proposed Rate Increases for 2018 

Staff discussed the various proposed FY 2018 rate changes/increases for facilities and 
memberships which include: an increase in the memorial tree program from $375 to $500, a new 
proposed Ferson Creek Boat Rack Storage of $10/foot per length of watercraft, an increase of $1 
to current daily admission prices for Otter Cove Aquatic Park, Junior leagues at the 
Pottawatomie Golf Course will see a decrease of $200 for residents and non-residents, NRC 
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tennis only membership for monthly and annually will be eliminated, facility rentals will 
increase slightly, and associated groups will see a slight increase in rental fees starting next year. 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Hoscheit seconded approval authorizing the proposed rate increases 
for 2018.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Carne, Cooke, Hoscheit, 
Thomson; Nays- None. 

Karrsten Goettel arrived at the meeting at 6:39 pm. 

Katie Miller left the meeting at 6:40 pm. 

Prairie Centre Concept Plan 

Staff reviewed the concept plan for Prairie Centre highlighting changes since the first discussion.  
Changes include a solar powered charging station; additionally will include native trees and 
perennials.  Currently no funds or construction plans will be put forth in the 2018 budget; 
expected timeline for construction will begin in either 2019 or 2020. 

Grant Update 

Laura Stuart, Grant Consultant, updated the Board on potential grant opportunities, current 
program status, timelines for submissions and funds available.  Discussion focused on the lack of 
grant options from the State of Illinois due to a state wide freeze on many of these programs.  
Other grant options discussed were private sector grants, historic grants, Shoreline Stabilization 
EPA 319 grant, Brown Field Storm Water grant, Illinois Natural Area Acquisition fund, Tourism 
Attraction grants, various IDOT road grants, and Bike Trail grants.  President Carne asked if the 
Park District qualifies for the Illinois Clean Energy Association grant if the Park District were to 
convert current lighting systems to LED lighting, Ms. Stuart replied that this particular grant 
varies in location from year to year such as hospitals, schools, park districts, etc.  The Board 
requested a spread sheet of the current grants including dates, grant name, application date, and 
criteria of the grant. 

Swim City Naming Agreement 

Staff discussed a proposed naming agreement related to Swim City USA and East Side Sports 
Complex.  Currently Swim City is 6 months into their 24 month capital fundraising campaign.  A 
local donor stepped forward offering a donation to Swim City in exchange for name brand 
recognition. Swim City is considering offering to name a seating gallery at the Swim City 
facility.  Commissioners Cooke and Carne asked that the donation be put into escrow for the 
time being.  Swim City also requested that semi-permeant signage be displayed at East Side 
Sports Complex and Norris Recreation Center till the Swim City facility is built.  The Board 
asked staff to look into possibly displaying a temporary banner at ESSC instead of a permanent 
sign. 
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Comprehensive Master Plan 

Per the 2017 Capital Plan, an RFQ was published for professional services for the purpose of 
developing a five year comprehensive master plan.  Staff requested that the Board consider a 
contract from Hitchcock Design Group in the amount of $101,400. 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Thomson seconded approval authorizing Hitchcock Design Group to 
develop the five year comprehensive master plan in the amount of $101,400.  The motion carried 
by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Carne, Cooke, Goettel, Hoscheit, and Thomson; Nays- 
None. 

Request for Use of Facilities 

Sprint for Splats 5K 

Orange Theory Fitness, through Lauren Kampschroer, General Manager, has formally requested 
the use of the trail along Randall Road, north of Dean Street for the purpose of holding a 5K 
walk/run primarily occurring in the Leroy Oaks Forest Preserve on October 18, 2017. 

Mr. Thomson moved and Mr. Cooke seconded approval authorizing the use of the trail along 
Randall Road, north of Dean Street for Orange Theory Fitness to hold a 5K.  The motion carried 
by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Carne, Cooke, Goettel, Hoscheit, and Thomson; Nays- 
None. 

Change Orders 

Ferson Creek Change Order #1 

Staff discussed the proposed installation of an additional 6” drain with PVC piping is required to 
create a positive flow on the north side of the park near the creek in the amount of $3,202.29.   

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Thomson seconded approval authorizing the installation of an 
additional 6” drain with PVC piping on the north side of the park near the creek in the amount of 
$3, 202.29.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Carne, Cooke, Goettel, 
Hoscheit, and Thomson; Nays- None. 

Correspondence 

None 

Director’s Report 

Director Cabel reported that there are no significant changes to the Norris Recreation Center 
schedule since the last report.  They are into their fourth week of clean-up.  Jeff Greenwald 
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reported that smoke damage to the building and locker room in particular was significant.  The 
tennis area will be the first part of the building to open, but will have no locker or washroom 
access.  There will be limited hours for the women’s leagues and other tennis programs.  
Members will continue to be charged monthly membership billing, but will be offered a partial 
refund once we understand the timeframe of the closure. The park board suggested renting a 
trailer with bathrooms as a temporary solution to the longer time frame without bathroom 
facilities. 

Commissioners’ Comments 

Bob Carne recognized Sash Dumanovic for the new employee recognition program.  

Bob Carne commented on the outdoor tables and games at the Prairie Center.  He suggested that 
staff approach the community HOAs about being stewards of their community parks and/or 
projects.   

Bob Carne discussed the upcoming East/North High Schools homecoming and suggested various 
photo locations in the parks and recommended setting up a contest for most tags in the parks.  

Bob Carne wished to recognize Steve Guard of Otter Cove Aquatic Park who was very flexible 
in working with the various teams to organize space at Otter Cove.   

Bob Carne presented a book to Director Cabel. 

Jim Cooke discussed a recent situation where a single father of five took his children to the pool 
on using scholarship funds but could not afford the extra out of pocket costs.  Staff members 
were able to raise additional funds to cover the cost of the pool pass as well as swim suits, 
towels, and sunscreen for the children.  Mr. Cooke requested that staff review the current 
financial aid policy and regulations and share at future board meeting.   

Mr. Cooke complimented the paved path at James O. Breen Park by the dog park. 

Goettel- No comment. 

Hoscheit- No comment. 

Thomson- No comment. 

Other Business 

There was no further or other business, so, upon motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:11p.m. 

       ___________________________________ 

       Secretary 
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