
Minutes of the St. Charles Park District Board Meeting 

Held on July 25, 2017 

The St. Charles Park District Board met at the Pottawatomie Community Center on Tuesday, 
July 25, 2017 at 6:30 President Bob Carne called the meeting to order, and the Secretary called 
the roll. 

Members present were: Trish Beckjord, Bob Carne, Brian Charles, James F. Cooke, 
Karrsten Goettel, Michael Hoscheit, and Bob Thomson. 

Members absent were: None 

Others present were: Director of Parks and Recreation Holly Cabel, Superintendent of 
Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow, 
Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald, Superintendent of 
Finance and Administration Cathy Camm, Pottawatomie Golf 
Course Manager Ron Skubisz, IT Manager Jeff Golden; Anna 
Pierce.  Guest:  Carol Glemza, Resident Jane Rauney, Fox Trot 
Organic’s Farm Ellen Kamps, Resident Joe Meyer. 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Thomson moved and Mr. Cooke seconded that the St. Charles Park District Board approve 
Consent Agenda Items including the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting and Executive 
Session of July 11, 2017.  B.) Miscellaneous bills and refunds paid between June 2, 2017-June 
30, 2017; Corporate Fund- $276, 611.42; Recreation Fund- $113,556.71; Audit- $18,004.00; 
Liability Insurance- $970.00; Special Recreation- $1,793.27; Debt Service Fund- $407,257.50; 
Revenue Facilities- $122,817.55; Norris Recreation Center- $14,545.65, Capital- $356,910.45.  
C.) Financial statement including a cash and investment report as of June 30, 2017 and revenue 
expense report as of June 30, 2017.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- 
Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Cooke, Goettel, Hoscheit, and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

Public Appearances 

Resident Jane Rauney expressed concern regarding lifeguard procedures at Swanson Pool.  Ms. 
Rauney displayed a dislike for the excessive vigilance of the lifeguards, citing that it was a 
disruption.  Director Cabel explained that all training and certification for lifeguards are done by 
Jeff Ellis & Associates.  President Carne asked if the lifeguards were too close to her to cause the 
disruption and she did not indicate that was an issue. Ms. Rauney also expressed displeasure at 
the closing of the pool on July 9 and July 16.  It is understood that the pool was closed those days 
due to a local swim meet and weather related issues.  

Resident Joe Meyer entered the meeting at 6:40 pm. 



Page 2-Board Meeting Minutes- June 25, 2017 
 

Mr. Meyer briefly discussed the planned extension of a pathway at Fox Chase Park; his home 
abuts the park and is concerned about the path encroaching on his property.  Superintendent of 
Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow is currently in contact with Mr. Meyer 
regarding this issue. 

Resident Jane Rauney left the meeting at 6:45 pm. 

Fox Trot Organics Farm 

Ellen Kamps of Fox Trot Organics Farm presented to Board and staff their experience and 
success as operators of the Primrose Farm, farm stand.  Ms. Kamps wished to thank all the staff 
at Primrose Farm for allowing them to utilize space on Primrose Farm property.  Superintendent 
Rudow wished to thank Ms. Kamps and her team for their participation and cooperation at the 
farm stand.  The board wishes Ms. Kamps and her team further success in the future. 

Jeff Hughes of Fox Trot Organics Farm was not able to attend the meeting. 

Ellen Kamps left the meeting at 6:56 pm. 

Health Reimbursement Arrangement Amendment 

Staff presented to the Board a resolution and amendment with Flexible Benefits authorizing the 
change in the employee contribution towards the HRA deductible that will be effective with the 
8/1/2017 BlueCross BlueShield medical insurance renewal.  Changes include an increase in 
deductible costs for employee contribution.  Flexible Benefits administers the District’s HRA 
plan. 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Charles seconded approval authorizing the change in the employee 
contribution towards the HRA deductible with Flexible Benefits.  The motion carried by the 
following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Cooke, Goettel, Hoscheit, Thomson; 
Nays- None. 

Phone System Upgrade 

A summary of proposals received was presented to the Board.  The District’s current Cisco Unity 
Call Manager (CUCM) is reaching end-of-support from Cisco.  The router for the District is in 
need of an upgrade and IT Manager Jeff Golden received proposals from three different vendors 
suggesting Sentinel’s proposal for the project for $26,269.  This upgrade is a budgeted item. 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Thomson seconded approval for Sentinel’s proposal for the project 
for $26,269.  Motion passed with the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Charles, Cooke, 
Goettel, Hoscheit, Thomson; Nays- None; Abstain- Carne. 
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Park Board Committee Assignments 

President Carne accepted the Downtown Partnership committee position.  Meetings commence 
on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 am. 

Monthly Usage Reports 

Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald presented to the Board the June usage reports for 
Riverview Miniature Golf, Otter Cove Aquatic Park, and Swanson Pool.  Riverview Miniature 
Golf received a total of 5,914 daily admission visitors for the month and concession revenue 
totaled to $6,274.  Otter Cove Aquatic Park received a total of 20,279 visitors for the month and 
concession revenue for the park totaled to $28,960.36.  Swanson Pool received a total of 10,303 
visitors for the month and concession revenue for the park totaled to $12,323.18.  Mr. Cooke 
noted the need for a new fryer at Otter Cove Aquatic Park.  Superintendent Greenwald citied that 
staff is researching new concession equipment.  Ms. Beckjord asked if it is possible to do a 
trending graph for the numbers in the Recreation Department.  Director Cabel explained that 
revenue reports for the various facilities are presented at the second board meeting of the month. 

Resident Joe Meyer left the meeting at 7:02 pm. 

IT Manager Jeff Golden left the meeting at 7:02 pm. 

Prairie Center Concept Design 

Board was updated on the status of the Prairie Center Concept Designs.  The Park District and 
the developer Shodeen, Inc. are currently negotiating for 1 acre of land.  Superintendent Rudow 
presented various concept plans for the proposed park.  Various designs include a walking path, 
shelters, tables, outdoor games, shade cover, etc.  Mr. Hoscheit asked about the demographics of 
the neighborhood, but at this time much of the land is still being developed and Shodeen is 
unclear as to the future demographics.  Ms. Beckjord emphasized the need for less picnic tables 
and more sitting benches with backs.  Ms. Beckjord also asked if the concept designs could 
include more flower beds and less lawn.  Mr. Cooke respectfully disagreed with Ms. Beckjord 
stating that he would like to see more turf than flower beds.  As a general note the Board wishes 
to see smaller walking path around the picnic area.  Mr. Carne expressed a desire to see solar 
powered charging stations installed in this park.  Superintendent Rudow will present to the 
Board, an updated concept plan in 2-4 weeks. 

Pottawatomie Golf Course 

Staff presented to the Board the Golf Participation report through June 2017.  Since July 15, 
2017 Pottawatomie Golf Course has been closed due to flooding and weather conditions.  There 
is a planned possible opening for Friday, July 28, 2017.  Golf Course Manger, Ron Skubisz, 
explained that all necessary precautions were taken to prevent flooding but due to the proximity 
of the Fox River, flooding has occurred.  Mr. Carne asked about season pass holders and Mr. 
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Skubisz explained that tours were given of the golf course to the pass holders to share the 
flooding at the moment.  Ms. Beckjord asked about the necessary cleanup precautions staff has 
taken.  Mr. Skubisz explained that as the water recedes various areas will be roped/quarantined 
off and trash/debris will be cleaned up by staff.   

Change Orders 

None 

Request for Use of Facilities 

None 

Special Reports 

Fox Valley Recreation Association- Mr. Thomson reported that a new board policy will be 
approved shortly.  The strategic plan will be voted on at the next upcoming meeting.  Day in the 
Park event coordinators has suggested drafting a future “Plan B” proposal for indoor activity in 
case of inclement weather. 

St. Charles History Museum- Carol Glemza discussed the fundraising event held in June in 
which the museum was able to raise a total of $21,000. 

St. Charles Park Foundation- Did not meet. 

St. Charles Arts Council- Director Cabel discussed the event listing for ArtFest and update of Art 
in Public places. 

Downtown St. Charles Partnership Board- Director Cabel discussed the success of STC Live, an 
increase in outdoor lighting for 1st street plaza, a walkable downtown program, mentioned the 
upcoming movie in the park, and that the board will be moving forward on the approval of the 
audit. 

St. Charles Housing Committee- No June meeting. 

St. Charles River Corridor Foundation- Ms. Beckjord talked about the new website the 
foundation is in the process of setting up to focus on the Active River Project and the upcoming 
October 4-5, 2017 trip to review river park renovation project. 

Baker Community Center- Did not meet. 

 

Correspondence 
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Fox Valley Special Recreation Association sent the Park District staff a letter expressing their 
gratitude and thanks for the coordination efforts made by the staff and volunteers regarding 
moving the Day in the Park event to an indoor setting due to inclement weather conditions 
outside.  A resident sent a thank you note thanking staff for trimming back a tree at Norris Park 
as it was seen to be growing into another tree.  A resident wrote thanking staff for setting up the 
Bubble Frog Swim free program.  Various residents’ commented on the new park installation at 
Fairview Park and seemed very pleased with the new design and equipment. 

Director’s Report 

Director Cabel discussed the upcoming Fairview Park ribbon cutting ceremony on July 26 from 
5-7 pm, ribbon cutting at 6 pm.   

Fall brochures were printed and sent out in the mail to residents.  Mr. Carne commented on the 
need to put the Park District’s logo on the front cover and include more branding.   

Director Cabel shared that Sculpture in the Park was highlighted in a recent issue of Glancer 
Magazine  

Director Cabel updated the board on Active River. Cathy Camm will also travel to Greenville, 
SC to review the river renovation/park efforts.  Additional both Cathy and Director Cabel met 
with City staff to discuss next steps to create some strategies and potential financial models. 

Director Cabel updated board on two different RFQs for the master plan and golf shoreline 
projects.  Recommendations will be prepared for the board’s consideration in the next month.  

Commissioners’ Comments 

Ms. Beckjord commented on the impressive way staff handled the flooding situation.  Ms. 
Beckjord wished to thank Ron Skubisz for allowing golf course pass holders to view the flood 
conditions of the golf course and explain why the golf course was closed.  Ms. Beckjord is very 
much looking forward to the ribbon cutting ceremony at Fairview Park.  A presentation at 
Hickory Knolls Discovery Center is coming up covering the Active River Feasibility Study and 
Nature Play presentation. 

Mr. Carne noticed the sprinklers at Lincoln Park being activated at a very late hour.  In response 
Ms. Beckjord asked staff if rain sensor sprinklers can be installed at Lincoln Park.  Staff replied 
that due to small space of the park and the cost of rain sensor sprinklers it would not be cost 
effective at this time but will look into this matter in the future.  Mr. Carne wished to thank staff, 
both Jeff and Melissa for transporting the various recreation equipment boxes for drop-in usage 
at the parks.  Mr. Carne also wished to thank staff, especially Jeff, for sharing information 
through social media regarding volunteering to fill sand bags at Valley View and Taly Park.  Mr. 
Carne thanked staff for introducing Fox Trot Organic Farm, farm stand employees to the Board 
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and commented on the newly remodeled University of Illinois/Park District extension building 
on Rt. 38. 

Mr. Charles attended the IAPD golf event and mentioned to the Board that the association is 
looking for possible Commissioners to join their Board.  Mr. Charles inquired if the Norris 
Recreation Center offers senior citizen discounts for daily visitors.  At this time senior citizens 
only qualify for a discount if they purchase a membership pass. 

Mr. Cooke asked about the development plans of Swim City.  Laura Rudow shared that a 
meeting just took place between the City, Swim City and Park District to get an update on Swim 
City’s capital campaign.  Swim City continues to meet with perspective donors and sponsors.  
Additionally they are planning a large fundraiser dinner in September.  

At this time Mr. Goettel had no comment. 

Mr. Hoscheit inquired if there was a group traveling to Yorkville to see the river project?  
Director Cabel stated that this was a project that was reviewed when creating St. Charles 
Amended river plan. 

Mr. Thomson attended the latest Concert in the Park and very much enjoyed the acoustics and 
sound quality of the band playing that night.  Mr. Thomson discussed the price of the bands and 
was told that costs are split between various sponsorships and the Park District.  Mr. Thomson 
questioned the rules on alcohol and smoking at this event. 

Other Business 

Mr. Cooke Moved and Mr. Charles seconded to approve the contract for Superintendent of 
Finance and Administration subject to review of director and legal counsel. The motion carried 
by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Cooke, Goettel, Hoscheit, 
Thomson; Nays- None. 

There was no further or other business, so, upon motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.         

  

 


