
Minutes of the St. Charles Park District Board Meeting 

Held on July 11, 2017 

The St. Charles Park District Board met at the Pottawatomie Community Center on Tuesday, 

July 11, 2017 at 6:32 pm.  President Bob Carne called the meeting to order, and the Secretary 

called the roll. 

Members present were: Trish Beckjord, Bob Carne, Brian Charles, James F. Cooke, 

Michael Hoscheit, and Bob Thomson. 

Members absent were: Karrsten Goettel 

Others present were: Director of Parks and Recreation Holly Cabel, Superintendent of 

Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow, 

Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald, Superintendent of 

Finance and Administration Cathy Camm, Anna Pierce; Guests:  

Carol Glemza, Resident Jim Lyons, John Wills, Greg Chismark, 

Chris Lindley, John Rabchuk, Phil Held, Tom Anderson, Rick 

Bremes, Jim Enck, Tony Zander. 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Charles seconded that the St. Charles Park District approve Consent 

Agenda Items including the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of June 27, 2017.  The 

motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Cooke, Hoscheit, 

and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

Public Appearances 

None 

Active River Feasibility Report 

Director Cabel stated that WBK Engineering was selected to perform a feasibility study this past 

fall and was intended to provide a “proof of concept” to the “River Park” idea.  Greg Chismark, 

WBK Engineering, presented concepts from the Active River Feasibility Study; reviewed 

information on existing conditions and presented cost estimates. WBK investigated alternatives 

to accomplish the objectives of the Master Plan with a focus on the section of the Fox River 

between Main Street and the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) trestle.   

Concept level costs for the project have been developed based on the dual channel alternative 

and the construction phasing and sequencing.  Construction costs, with contingencies and soft 

costs, range from $20 to $22 million.  Costs do not include a management or operational budget 

for yearly maintenance expenses. 
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Director Cabel suggested that staff can work with City staff to develop preliminary scope of 

services and to verify funding availability and potential strategies. 

Mr. Charles moved and Mr. Cooke seconded to approve at least one board member and one staff 

to visit river project at Greenville, South Carolina or other designated river project similar to the 

scope of the proposed St. Charles River Park concept to review construction plans and costs 

estimates. The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Carne, Charles, 

Cooke, Hoscheit, and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

John Wills, Greg Chismark, Chris Lindley, Phil Held, Tom Anderson, Rick Bremes, Jim Enck, 

and Tony Zander left the meeting at7:18 pm. 

Vision Insurance Renewal 

Staff recommended VSP for its employee vision insurance for an estimated $11,895.24/year for 

a 23 month (9/1/2017 to 7/31/2019) period.  Changes to the plan include a 5% increase to the 

plan costs which are to be funded by the park district.   

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Charles seconded approval of VSP for vision insurance renewal for 

23 months.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, Carne, Charles, 

Cooke, Hoscheit, and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

 

Ordinance Authorizing Disposal of Personal Property Owned by the St. Charles Park District 

Ordinance 2017-07-01 authorizes the disposal of personal property owned by the Park District.  

Mr. Carne questioned the means of disposal asking if many of the items will be sold.  Pending 

the quality of the items in question disposal methods (sold or disposed of) will be determined by 

staff.  Mr. Carne asked if many of the items could be donated to local charities and furniture will 

be considered for donation.   

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Charles seconded approval authorizing the disposal of personal 

property owned by the St. Charles Park District.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Attendance at Conference and Training 

Board approval was requested for Sash Dumanovic, Human Resources and Risk Manager to 

attend the budgeted Illinois SHRM conference in Oak Brook, IL September 24-26, 2017. 

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Hoschiet seconded approval authorizing Sash Dumanovic, Human 

Resources and Risk Manager to attend the budgeted Illinois SHRM conference.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 
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Monthly Usage Reports 

Superintendent of Recreation, Jeff Greenwald reviewed the June monthly usage reports for both 

STC Underground Teen Center and the Adult Activity Center. 

U of I Lease Amendment 

Board approval was requested to consider an amendment to the current lease for the U of I 

Research Center that makes the St. Charles Park District responsible for the utility expense for 

the term of the lease.   

Mr. Cooke moved and Mr. Thomson seconded adding an amendment to the current lease of the 

U of I Research Center stating that the St. Charles Park District will be responsible for the utility 

payments.  The motion passed unanimously. 

U of I Facility Update 

Board was updated by staff on the current use of the leased U of I Facility located along Rt. 38.  

The facility includes one heated bay which staff is using for vehicle storage during winter.  The 

greenhouse will be used by the natural area for seed processing.  U of I is currently using 3 plots 

of lot by the building for their gardening program.  The turf department will be located at this 

facility.  The building is leased by the Park District from U of I for 3 years with a possible 

renewal in 3 years’ time.  Commissioner Beckjord questioned whether the District had the ability 

to utilize meadow mix in a section of this land.  Discussion resumed regarding the length of lease 

and how it may not be efficient to move forward in that direction until a longer stabilized lease 

agreement.   

Change Orders 

None 

Request for Use of Facilities 

Bark for Life 

Mr. Thomson moved and Mr. Cooke seconded approval of the American Cancer Society, 

through Kaitlin Thompson, Community Manager, request for the use of Pottawatomie Park for 

the purpose of raising awareness for canine companions on September 24, 2017. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

Hain for Kane 

Mr. Thomson moved and Mr. Cooke seconded approval of the Ron and Amy Hain, Candidate 

for Sheriff request for the use of Mt. St. Mary Park and trails for the purpose of holding 5K/1K 

run/walk on October 14, 2017. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Correspondence 

Resident thanked staff for installing an outdoor gym space at Pottawatomie Park. 

Director’s Report 

The location of the next board meeting has been changed from ESSC back to Pottawatomie 

Community Center.  The first meeting in August will be held at Pottawatomie Park Small 

Pavilion/River View Mini Golf 

Director Cabel reminded the board that the Ribbon Cutting for Fairview Park will be July 26 

from 5-7 pm.  

Director Cabel stated that judges from America in Bloom will be visiting the various gardens, 

natural areas and parks of the Park District and the judges were invited to the concerts in the 

park.  

Deputy Director, Laura Rudow discussed an extension of the trail at Fox Chase Park with a 

desire to create a continuous loop around the park.  The path will extend 30 feet from resident’s 

backyards.  Bridal Court residents have expressed displeasure with the trail extension.  Board has 

recommended continuing conversations with residents as this project moves forward. 

Commissioners’ Comments 

Ms. Beckjord commented on whether the District could develop small sample plans of 

homeowners can create pollinator gardens.  These could be a resource to the area homeowners 

interested in increasing pollinators. 

Mr. Carne wished to thank John Rabchuk and the Active River taskforce for the work they put 

into the river corridor project. 

Mr. Carne wished to thank the staff of the St. Charles Park District for keeping the parks clean. 

Mr. Carne asked if staff could run a contest for seasonal staff asking for feedback/comments on 

the parks. 

Mr. Carne requested that marketing be timelier on press releases referencing the recent article on 

kayaks on the river. 

Mr. Carne suggested that a shade system be considered as a capital item for FY2018. 

Mr. Charles commented on the well done 4
th

 of July fireworks display. 

Mr. Cooke requested that the director work with the board president to have commissioners 

attend more park district/community events. 
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Michael Hoscheit- No comment. 

Mr. Thomson wished to remind staff and commissioners of the upcoming Day in the Park event 

at Pottawatomie Park, Wednesday, July 12
th

. 

Other Business 

No 

Executive Session  

Executive Session for the purpose of discussion of 1) purchase or lease of real property for the 

use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a 

particular parcel should be acquired.  2) the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the 

public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee for the 

public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity. 

Other Business 

None 

There was no further or other business, so upon motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the 

meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. 

 

________________________________ 

                                           Secretary 


