
Minutes of the St. Charles Park District Board Meeting 

Held on June 27, 2017 

The St. Charles Park District Board met at the Pottawatomie Golf Course on Tuesday, June 27, 

2017 at 6:31 President Bob Carne called the meeting to order, and the Secretary called the roll. 

Members present were: Trish Beckjord, Bob Carne, Brian Charles, Karrsten Goettel, 

Michael Hoscheit, and Bob Thomson. 

Members absent were: Jim Cooke 

Others present were: Director of Parks and Recreation Holly Cabel, Superintendent of 

Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow, 

Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald, Superintendent of 

Finance and Administration Cathy Camm, Pottawatomie Golf 

Course Manager Ron Skubisz; Anna Pierce.  Guest: Carol Glemza, 

Wine Sergi Representative Brad Urhausen, Wine Sergi 

Representative Colleen Trapp, Resident Jim Lyons 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Charles moved and Ms. Beckjord seconded that the St. Charles Park District Board approve 

Consent Agenda Items including the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting and Executive 

Session of June 13, 2017.  B.) Miscellaneous bills and refunds paid between May 1, 2017- May 

31, 2017; Corporate Fund- $247,857.03; Recreation Fund- $136,178.54; Liability Insurance- 

$243.00; Special Recreation- $3,904.64; Debt Service Fund- $18,550.00; Revenue Facilities- 

$59,363.60; Norris Recreation Center- $11,075.41, Capital- $227,316.75.  C.) Financial 

statements including a cash and investment report as of May 31, 2017 and revenue expense 

report as of May 31, 2017.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  Ayes- Beckjord, 

Carne, Charles, Goettel, Hoscheit, and Thomson, Nays:  None. 

Public Appearances 

C.U.S.D. 303 Superintendent of Schools Dr. Schlomann was recognized for his years of service 

to the St. Charles community and presented with a framed picture of Pottawatomie Park.  Dr. 

Schlomann wished to thank the staff and board members of the St. Charles Park District.  Jim 

Blaney was also recognized for his contributions to the community. 

Dr. Schlomann left the meeting at approximately 6:45. 
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Medical Insurance Renewal 

Staff recommended BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois for their August 1, 2017 to July 31, 2018 

employee medical insurance for an estimated combined annual premium of $1,405,233.36, a 

$82,469.04, 6,23% increase from current plan.  Mr. Charles moved and Mr. Goettel seconded 

approval of 6.23% increase from BlueCross BlueShield with a portion of the increase being 

absorbed by both the District and employees. The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  

Ayes – Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Goettel, Hoscheit, Thomson;  Nays- None 

Residency Policy 

The Board of Commissioners recognizes that it is in the best interests of the District residents to 

establish a policy that clarifies the distinction between residents and non-residents of the District:  

these distinctions apply to and govern the fees and charges for all District parks, programs, and 

facilities.  Director Cabel reviewed the proposed changes to the policy that allows for business 

owners that pays property taxes to the St. Charles Park District to be considered a resident. 

Additionally, District attorney has reviewed and approved proposed changes. 

Ms. Beckjord moved and Mr. Thomson seconded the changes to the District’s Residency Policy 

as presented. Motion passed with the following roll call vote:  Beckjord, Carne, Charles, Goettel, 

Hoscheit, Thomson; Nays – None. 

Monthly Usage Reports  

Superintendent of Recreation Jeff Greenwald presented the May monthly usage reports for the 

facilities of River View Miniature Golf and Otter Cove Aquatic Park.  Otter Cove Aquatic Park 

received a total of 579 daily admission visitors for the month and concession revenue for the 

park totaled to $2,205.20.  River View Miniature Golf received 1,986 visitors for the month and 

concession revenue totaled to $2,346 for the month. 

Attendance at Conference and Training 

All conferences are budgeted 2017 expenses. Jen Bruggeman, Assistant Superintendent of 

Recreation to attend IAAPA in Orlando, Fla. November 13–17, 2017 Rosie Fasching, Aquatics 

Supervisor to attend World Water Park Conference in West Palm Beach, Fla. October 16–19, 

2017 Steve Gard, Aquatics Supervisor to attend World Water Park Conference in West Palm 

Beach, Fla. October 16–19, 2017 Lynne Yuill, Early Childhood and Preschool Supervisor to 

attend National Education for the Association of Young Children Conference in Atlanta, GA. 

November 15-18, 2017.  Mr. Charles moved and Mr. Hoscheit seconded the approval of the 

attendance to conferences as listed above.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2017 Mid-Year Capital Update 
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Superintendent of Parks and Planning, Deputy Director Laura Rudow presented to the board the 

2017 Capital List of various renovations/projects at parks and facilities, total budget was 

$3,146,050.   An outline of completed projects, projects in process, and projects not started was 

reviewed. Current projects are performing over 100,000 better than budget.  Director of Parks 

and Recreation Holly Cabel questioned if all listed capital expenditures would be completed 

within the 2017 fiscal year, Ms. Rudow answered that any projects not completed by September 

2017 would be reviewed and given a first or second priority for next year and budgeted 

accordingly. 

Pottawatomie Golf Course Participation Report 

Pottawatomie Golf Course Manager Ron Skubisz reviewed with the board the May 2017 Golf 

Participation report.  Punch cards sales have increased, golf carts continue to be sold out 

especially on weekends, tournament participation has declined due to time commitment, and the 

men’s and women’s golf leagues are doing well.  Board Commissioner Mr.Thomson brought up 

the idea of introducing Speed Golf to the Pottawatomie Golf Course. Staff will review this 

possibility. 

Special Reports 

Fox Valley Recreation Association- Mr. Thomson reported that the meeting time was changed 

from its current time on the 4
th

 Monday of the month to the 4
th

 Tuesday of the month.  He 

reminded everyone that Day in the Park is on July 12, 2017 from 10 am-1 pm at Pottawatomie 

Park.  Mr. Thomson requested a copy of the May 23, 2017 Park District board meeting minutes 

be sent to FVSRA to validate his appointment to the FVSRA board.  Mr. Thomson asked that 

staff reach out to the high school coaches to participate in the upcoming FVSRF HOOPS event. 

St. Charles History Museum- Ms. Glemza reported on the recent Foodie Fest which was held last 

Saturday night. Raffle tickets were also very successful, winner of the raffle tickets received 

$10,000. 

St. Charles Park Foundation- Director Cabel updated that the Foundation recently agreed to 

partner with CARS as a new way to earn fundraising dollars.  Additionally, the foundation is still 

working on sponsors and donations for the Pet memorial sculpture. 

St. Charles Art Council- Director Cabel shared that the Save the Date ArtFest cards were sent out 

to members and area businesses.  Additionally an invitational art gallery will be coming in July 

at Pheasant Run with a reception July14th.  

Downtown St. Charles Partnership Board- Ms.Beckjord was unable to attend the last committee 

meeting.  Director Cabel commented on the Fine Art show held over Memorial Day weekend 

and how it was a great success.  Currently the partnership board has seen an increase in visitors 

to their social media sites totaling in 6,600 visitors.  A re-branding initiative is being completed 
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with hopes that the video will be released in July.  Also, updates on STC Live and Cruise Nights 

were shared. 

St. Charles Housing Committee- Mr. Goettel was unable to attend the last committee meeting. 

St. Charles River Corridor Foundation- Ms. Beckjord attended meeting on feasibility study that 

was presented at the City’s Government Service meeting this past Monday. This report will be 

made to the Park board July 11
th

.  Ms. Beckjord shared information regarding a recent 

presentation of National Park Service Water Trails program and the collaboration currently 

underway to have the Fox River designated as a Water Trail.   The Conservation Foundation is in 

the process of setting up a river cleanup day in coordination with River Corridor. 

Baker Community Center- Mr. Charles had no report 

Correspondence 

None 

Director’s Report 

Director Cabel reported on the upcoming IAPD Golf Outing at The White Pines Golf Club will 

on July 13th.   

Director Cabel updated the board on the American Bloom program which will tour St. Charles 

from July 13-14.  Many Parks and Facilities will be part of the tour. 

Director Cabel updated the board that City, School and Park District staffs are continuing to meet 

to review the City’s land cash ordinance.  They will receive quotes from appraisers as part of the 

process to update the land/cash value. 

Director Cabel reviewed the recent legislative update from the IAPD regarding specific bills 

effect on local park district as well as State’s budget. 

Commissioner’s Comments 

Ms. Beckjord discussed the need to promote more walking throughout the parks, was glad to see 

that walking signs were put up in Mt. St. Mary, River Bend, and ESSC.   

Ms. Beckjord commented on that the grounds department had stopped mowing along the west 

edge of Mt. St. Mary Park, Director Cabel answered that the mowers are doing infrequent 

mowing (3 times a year) along that area.  Currently the Park District has a number of no mow 

areas in Davis Park as well as other parks. A continued push of community education will need 

to compliment this program. Ms. Beckjord commented on how IDOT is implementing a no mow 

policy along the highways to improve pollinator habitat.   
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Ms. Beckjord wished to thank the Hickory Knolls Discovery Center staff on how good the native 

gardens look this year.   

Ms. Beckjord also wished congratulations to staff on receiving excellent marks from the Health 

Department and Jeff Ellis and Associates pool audits.   

Ms. Beckjord discussed the need for the Park District to put together a new resident promotional 

package to introduce new members to the community by mailing to them a copy of the Park 

District catalog, one day pass to the golf course or aquatics centers, and possibly set up an 

exchange pass where residents from St. Charles can participate in another district’s golf course 

for a reduced cost and vice versa.   

Ms. Beckjord also shared an idea for the St. Charles Park Foundation to do a dinner fundraiser 

and give a portion of proceeds to local charities; Director Cabel will look into the matter. 

Mr. Carne thanked the staff for the new kayaks that will be available for rental along the river.  

Mr. Carne also commented on the resident’s wishes for more access to stand alone restrooms in 

the parks versus temporary restrooms.  

Mr. Carne commented on Mt. St. Mary Park and how well attended it was over the weekend. 

Brian Charles- No comment. 

Karrsten Goettel- No comment. 

Bob Thomson- No comment. 

Other Business 

None 

Other Business 

There was no further or other business, so upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the 

meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 


